The Green Choice

Aluminum Pallets and Containers...a sustainable packaging solution

There is increasing scientific evidence that human
activity is negatively impacting the environment.

The political climate also is changing. In addition,
how companies view environmental issues is
emerging as a component of a healthy “bottom line.”
Slowly, but with ever-increasing momentum, compa-
nies are paying heed to their carbon footprint.

Companies promoting a “green mindset” are focus-
ing on environmental issues that not only will con-
tribute to better profitability but also enhance the
company’s positive reputation in the minds of con-
sumers. For example, the keynote speaker at the
2007 Association for Manufacturing Excellence
Conference hypothesized that sustainability is good
business and, if done well, can be profitable.

Sustainability is all about reducing the use of natural
resources and reducing solid waste and hazardous
material from our production processes. Lean
manufacturing and sustainability are synergistic —
reducing resource inputs in manufacturing
processes and reducing materials that end up in
landfills are cost beneficial and improve overall
profitability. The next generation of business lead-
ers will be under increasing pressure to commit to
improving our planet’s future health by developing
cost efficient and profitable eco-friendly operations.

Sophisticated warehouse management systems are
incorporating strategies to streamline storage,
increasing productivity through infrastructure
changes, reducing energy costs, and choosing
reusable/recyclable packaging.

One of the easiest solutions for greening the
supply chain is to choose reusable pallets and
shipping containers. Inthe U. S. alone, more
than two billion wooden pallets are used every
year, the equivalent of approximately one million
acres of hardwood forest. Industries shifting to
reusable non-wood pallets and containers are
realizing substantial cost-saving benefits as well
as reduced risk of damaged goods in transit,
improved safety, reduction in solid waste
disposal fees and elimination of wood-borne
pests.

Two of the most cost-effective shipping and
handling solutions are aluminum pallets and
containers. Why aluminum — bauxite, from
which the metal is produced, is one of the most
abundant natural elements in the earth’s crust.
Aluminum also resists the ravages of time and
temperature. Itis extremely lightweight in rela-
tion to its strength, it is an inert material that is
not combustible and poses no health risks.
Because it is recyclable, it provides an excep-
tional return on investment. When aluminum is
recycled multiple times, its life cycle impact on
the environment is greatly reduced. And it is
important to note that aluminum can be recycled
repeatedly without losing its integrity.

LM Containers, Caruthersville, Missouri,
(www.Imcontainers.com) offers excellent “green”
shipping and handling solutions. Their light-
weight aluminum pallets and collapsible contain-
ers are ideal for closed-loop and automated
retrieval systems. LM Containers can customize
products to meet specific material handling
needs. The company offers a variety of services
including maintenance and leasing programs.
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